% ~~

THOMAS + PANOSIAN

GON

o

ROAD OF KINGS




ROBERT E.

HOWARD"
OFFICIAL LICENSE

CON

CONAN: ROAD OF KINGS #10/NOVEMBER 2011 Based on the work of Conan creator ROBERT E. HOWARD

SCRIPT

ROY THOMAS

ART

DAN PANOSIAN
COLORS

DAN JACKSON
LETTERS

RICHARD STARKINGS
& COMICRAFT

COVER

ALEKSI BRICLOT

b

CONAN: ROAD OF KINGS

In Tarantia, capital of Aquilonia, Conan
found himself in the company of con-
spirators plotting to overthrow King
Deucalion: Prospero, trusted lientenant
of Count Trocero of Poitain . . . JJHonn,
a priest of Mitra from Gunderland . . .
Prince Arpello, the craven “Butcher of
Pellia” . . . and Countess Thelitis, who
had brought her young daughter Albiona
into that web of intrigue. Fleeing the
king's guards into catacombs beneath
Tarantia, the six survived attacks from
swarms of oversized insects and worms
and from “walking dead” Aguilonian
corpses to make their way back to the
surface, just in time for Conan to dis-
cover that Count Trocero had launched
& giege of Tarantia! For the sake of
little Albiona, Conan agreed to help the
conspirators get to Deucalion—only to
learn that the apparent successor to that
tyrant would be the vicious and amoral
Prince Arpello . ..
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BUTCHER OF
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IN LINE TO BE
ARLLONAE
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AND YOU WANT ME
TO HELP YOU SET HIS
COWARDPLY BEHIND ON

THE ROYAL PRIVYZ
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BARBARIAN, T
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ARPELLO!
YOU ARE NOT
HELPING.

YoU MUST
ALL BE HA4ZP As
HYPERSOREANS !

COME;
COUNTESS. I'LL
TRY TO GET YOU

AND YOUR DALGHTER
OLT OF THIS CITY
WHILE IT'S STILL
STANPING.

NO! T CAME
HERE TO SEE
MY HUSBAND'S
MURDERER SLAIN--
NOT TO FLEE
BACK TO MY
ESTATE!




- FOR, AS You
SEE, THELITIS MEANS
TO COME WITH LS TO

THE PALACE,

IF YOULL HELP
Us, MY LORDP COLUNT

TROCERC WILL PAY YOU fo4

HANPSOMELY .

I CAN'T SPENP 1E-L-'T"I'L-I- STUMBLE
HIS MONEY IN AELL, INTO PEATH'S
PROSPERD. MaW WITH Yol

--THOUGH
BY CROM, T'
ABANDON THE
LOT OF YOU,

IF NOT FOR
THE GIRL!

HE WILL
ADMIT ME TO
HIS QUARTERS,
EVEN AMIP THIS

SIEGE--

==ANP YOU MEN
WILL BE WITH ME,
PISGUISEP AS MY
RETAINERS.

BARBARIAN--I KNOW
YOU'RE WONPERING WHY
MY PRESENCE |15 50
ESSENTIAL TO OUR
CONSPIRACY .

DEUCALION

AFTER ALL
IF I PLAM
MISCHEES AGAINST




'ﬁ
/ T ~ r - WITH SPEARS AND ARROWS RAINING
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PLEASE
TELL HIM AT
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BUT
I MEANT KNOW THE CITY IS
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" THE KING WILL BE
WROTH WITH YOU IF
YOU REFLUSE OLR

AT PRESENT, "
HE |5 BUSY WEIGHING
HOW TO MARSHAL
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HAH! THAT FOOL
PELCALICN COULDN'T
CONMMANT AN ARMY
OF JOV SOLDIERS
COMPETENTLY!
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A\ SERGEANT!
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THAT MILKSOP OF
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SO THIS, CONAN SAW,
WAS HOW THE GRAND
CONSFIRACY ENDED:

l‘%. S PROSPERO AND
gy | B JHONN DOWN--
@ .

ONLY TWO THINGS, NOW,
REMAINED WORTH CONTINUING
THE UNEVEN STRUGGLE--




ONE WAS CAUGHT UF IN THE
ARMS OF DEUCALION'S CAPTAIN--
TENDERED UP BY HER OWN M DTHER--

BETWEEN THE THOUGHT
AND THE ACTION FELL NO
MORE THAN A HEARTBEAT...

WHAT A
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MAHE /S
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U
E?TWEEN HER AND
THE CIMMERIAN.
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FROM UP
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GLANCING BACK

TOWARD THE HigH |

WINDOW, CONAN
PONDERED HIS
FRIENDS” FATE
THERE... A
CERTAIN DOOM...

- AND THE
MELEE ABOUT
HIM IN THE CITY,
SCARLET AND
CHAOQTIC AND
MEANINGLESS
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AND SO HE STRODE

RESOLUTELY BACK
TOWARD THE
LOOMING PALACE.

YOUR GUIPE
A TO THE PEVIL'S
POORSTEP.
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TO BETRAY
ME!

HAVE LONG HAP A
HWEAKNESS FOR
THOSE LIPS, TELL
THEY TRUTH
OR LIES.

THEY FORCEDP
ME--AT SWORD-
POINT--OR
THEY'D? HAVE
KILLED MY

--AND

THE AVNE CAN
HANPLE THAT
STRUMPET!

WHAT I CAN PO
TO MAKE IT UP
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FROM
THIS MOMENT,
MY LORP, I

BATTERING-RAM 15
NIGH TO KNOCKING




HIS MEN
HAYE YOUR
EHEL--ANDP
WE NEEDPEDP
HIM AS A
HOSTASE!

THUS DID THE KING

AND THE COUNTESS

LIE TOGETHER
VOLUPTUOUSLY
/N DEATH.
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I KNEW
THAT NONE OF LS--
CNVE--WHO WALKEL

N
INTO THIS PALACE

WOULD EVER WALK

.. FORTH AGAIN.

S0 I HP
THIS PASGER
ON MY INNER

THIGH.

U ...AS THEY NEVER
L OUITE DID IN LIFE,




BUT NOW HE HAD
OTHE

R LIVES TO
SAVE, I[F POSSIBLE...

p 3l ...YET, ABOVE
. , ! ' 8 Al ONE.
AND CONAN REALIZED FULLY, : - ~ gl / ;
AT LAST, JUST HOW STRONG
WAS THELITIS'S HATRED OF
HER HUSBAND'S SLAYER.
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FLESH WOUND MIGHT ?‘ET
PROVE FORTUITOUS.

—




IN AN INSTANT, THE CIMMERIAN'S
GRIM GAZE TOOK IN THE STARK
TABLEAU THAT LAY BEYOND
THOSE WIDE-SWINGING DOORS...

- INCLUDING THE
MASSIVE REPTILIAN
IN THE YAWNING FIT...

...A CREATURE DOUBTLESS DRAGGED
UP TO TARANTIA FROM THE JUNGLES
AND SWAMPFS RUMORED TO SPRAWL
SOUTH OF STYGIA AND INLAND
FROM THE BLACK COAST.




BUT HIS STEEL-BLUE
EYES WERE RIVETED
ONA SMALL, BLOND,
WRIGGLING FORM...

SHE'S A TIPBIT FOR THE
KNGS PRASCN!
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THAT SPELL
Y  ouT YOUR
L TR,

.

R ,j
2
S

~~BUT I
PONT THINK
WE sHOULDP

HANG AROUND

7o
YOUR TENPER 10 e v
LNPERBELLY! 3




NOW TO
SEE WHAT KIND OF
GREETING WE GET
TOPS/PES

IF HE MEANS TO TRY TO
ASSASSINATE AGUILCNIA'S
KING--THE COLNTESS
BEAT HIM TO IT.

I'LL YOU AS STRAIGHT AS
I WOULP TELL A LITTLE
EIHHER/AN GIRL.

WHATZ WILL IT
TAKE PARALES TO
SATISFY You?

COME! WE

G0 TO MEET
PROSPERC.

GIRL; YOU HIPE
HERE; TILL WE
RETURN FOR
You.




MAN FES/DE
YOU-==15 THAT
NMAMEDIDES 7

BUT YOU ANDP J'HONN
KNEW, PIPN'T YOU,
PROSPERO?

YOU TWO LSEZ ME--NEVER
8L INTENDPING TO SET ME OM &
i THE THRONME. i
¥ I'LL
HAVE BOTH |
YOUR APEs |

GREETINGS, \
[ SIRE, FROM A
| HUMBLE man
OF MITRA.

LESS A GUEST--
THAM A FESoNES
UNPER BdlidcE
ARREST.

SO NMOW YOU FINALLY DRAW
YOUR SWORDP--WHEN IT IS FAR
TOO LATE TO PO ANYONE
\ ANY GOOP--EVEN

YOLRSELF,

I Hap
NO IPEA
NAMELILES

YET TH-I'JLT PUT YOU IN JLIET
THE RIGHT FLACE--
muﬁ: CORCNA ?'.-"f.ﬁ'ﬁ".

YouU SHOULP HAVE &Y WE
NEED A SUCCESSOR OF ELLL
BovyalL BL == AMEP WELL-LIKEDR

BY THE POPULACE.

THEY WOLILL
NMEVER ACCEFT A
RUTHLESS PRINCE FROM
PELLLA; A MERE PROVINCE-
ANY MORE THAN THEY
WOULLE ACCEFT A
PO TANAN.




YOU'VE NOTHING TO FE4R FROM ME, BARBARLN . RN, *

ARFELLO--&0 LONG AS I HAVE PROSPERD CALLED YOU--

YOUR LOYALTY. WILL YOU SWEAR FEALTY

TO ME AS AQUILONIA'S
PERHAPS AGUILONLA NEW KINGF

HAS GAINER A WoRTHY
SOVEREIGN, AT LAST!
= SINCE I'M
CLEARLY NOT
GOING TO RULE THIS
KINGPPOM,; WHAT THE
HELL P& I CARE
WHO PoEsSZ

MY LIEGE NAMEPIPES--THIS YOU HEAR,; CHILP? THESE GOOP MEN
& LITTLE A2 B/ONA—-OR, AS YOU ARE GOING  WILL LOOK OUT
PERHAPS T SHOULD NOW REFER TC RULE A FOR YOU.
TO HER--THE COLUNTESS PROVINCE.

NO; YOU FEAN'T.

I'M ONE WHO HAS

EVER A HORSE
BETWEEM HI& KNEES--
_ OR A BATTLEFIELP
TIN SR LTy Pt
WiH »o0, I
/s e R P BUT PERHAPS--
CONAN. e 795 I'LL COME BACK
i, ANDP s/ YOU,
OMNE [AY.

L

EEE' TO HER;




BUT I PREFER
A LIFE WHERE I'M

STILL... IF IT'S

DON'T LEAVE, CIMMERLAN.
T CAN OFFER YOU A BEHOLPEN TO M2 ~ NOT TOO MUCH TO ASK..,
COMMISSION IN THE MAN...NCT EVEN TC I WOULP ACCEPT A GOOP
POITANIAN ARMY . STRONG HORSE. ..

SURELY THAT'S - AND SARHENTS
BETTER THAN BECOMING THAT PO NOT REEK OF
A MERCENARY IN ARGOS CPRASON BLOCS.

NEXT DAWN, AS POITAIN'S SOLDIERS
AND SIEGE ENGINES MADE PREPARATIONS
TO RETURN SOUTHWARD... A
NORTH-BORN BARBARIAN SET

QUT AHEAD OF THEM, UPON THE
WELL-NAMED ROAD OF KINGS.
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THUS FAR, ALONG ITS WINDING
TRACK, CONAN HAD BEHELD
MORE THAN ONE MONARCH...
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«AND NONE OF THEM HAD
INSPIRED IN HIM A DESIRE FOR A
CLOSER LOOK AT THE SPECIES.
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CONAN: ROAD OF KINGS LETTERS PAGE

As we jump back on the road, we say goodbye to
guest artist Dan Panosian, who kept the badass
quotient high while Mike and John geared up for the
home stretch. Thanks again, Dan!

This month we have a good mix of letters on Island
of No Return and several different issues of Road of
Kings, beginning with some sharp thoughts on differ-
ent art and writing styles from Mike Autry:

Last night | read issues #1-#6 of Conan: Road of Kings
and King Conan: The Scarlet Citadel #1-#4. I'm not an
REH scholar or a comic scholar, but it seems to me that
anyone who would argue that one is better than the other
is taking this character a bit too seriously. Some people
enjoy more of a witty, superhero-like Conan. Some people
enjoy a darker, grittier barbarian. Some people can enjoy
both. Both books have great art and a great story. They're
just two different Conan characters. Yes, that can be at-
tributed to the teams, but it has just as much to do with
the period of Conan’s life and personal preference.
Judging from criticism that I've read about the
Conan movies and books, | believe that if REH were

E-MAIL YOUR COMMENTS TO CONAN@DARKHORSE.COM

alive today, he could anonymously write a Dark Horse
Conan comic and someone would complain about it. If
you were sitting around a fire listening to Conan stories
from people who had handed them down by word of
mouth, would you decide to split the storyteller’s skull
with your ax? If so, you might need to ease back on the
rotgut and try to enjoy the stories for what they are.
They are comics. They're meant to be fun. If you're
not having fun, drink more. You can't keep whipping
your ax out every time you disagree with somebody’s
campfire story.
Mike Autry
Lexington, SC

I'm with you, Mike. | think if forty years of Conan
comics have proven one thing, it's that Conan's a
character in the class of Batman or Wolverine, char-
acters that can not only withstand radically different
interpretations, but open up really exciting story
possibilities when approached with very different
styles. | have just as much fun reading a roguish,
swashbuckling Conan as | do a grittier Conan.

I've been the victim of many a
kidding, only I don't usually
think it out until afterwards.

THE ADVENTURES OF B350 430z 013

TWO-GUN BOBR. EEEEEEE SN 8y JiM & RUTH KEEGAN

SAY, BOB, WHAT PART
OF NORWAY PIP YOou
COME FROM?7

NORWAY! HELL!

THIS IS TO SHOW
THAT I'M [RISH!

Source: REH ketter to Herold Preece, ca. JanJFeb. 1928—The Collected Letiers of Rober! E. Howard, Volume One. Rober E. Howard Foundation Press, 2007,

O COFYHRET O Y Jid L BUTH KESGAE  DH a0

I wonder, was he kidding me?




Hey Conan folks,

I've been reading books and comics my whole life,
but the day | saw issue #19 of Conan the Cimmerian |
knew that was the book for me. Since then the titles have
changed, and the art and stories are different, but the great
comics still shine through. The folks taking care of Conan
down there at Dark Horse know what they're doing. | just
finished King Conan #4 and /sland of No Return #1, and |
have to say | think the books keep getting better and better.
Keep up the good work and I'll always be a fan.

Craig Keyes
Pekin, lllinois

Glad to have you with us, Craig!

As much as | liked Island of No Return #1, | enjoyed the
conclusion even more. While Robert E. Howard's stories
are unmatched in my mind, | believe that Marz and Sears
did a very good job bringing an untold tale of the Cimmerian
to life. The sisters were even worse than | imagined. |
thought they might have had a bit of a supernatural air
about them, but they were even worse—greedy flesh and
blood. Still, the final page with Conan getting the last laugh
was a great touch. However, what really impressed me
with this book was the art. It's great seeing Bart Sears
cut loose. This issue he was able to showcase so much of
what makes Conan such a great character: his ingenuity,
fighting ability, and dark sense of humor. The battles with
the octopoid-like sea creature, as well as the pirates, were
great. | hope these two can fit in another Conan story in
the future. | would like to see Sears have a chance to draw
Conan going up against some true beasts. Crossing my
fingers for Queen of the Black Coast.

| also read Conan: Road of Kings #7. This proved to be
a very interesting issue, as it pertains to Conan’s future
in such a big way. Seeing characters that are central to
Conan’s story in their earlier days is a great move. This
series is in great hands with comics legend Roy Thomas
scripting it. Also, the artwork was exceptionally bloody
this issue; between the dismembered limbs and guys
being cleaved in half, it's obvious that no punches were
being pulled.

Looking forward to seeing how Conan deals with
having to care for the little girl over the next few issues,
as well as hopefully seeing more of Conan’s future pal
Prospero in his younger days.

Jason Aiken

Hope you enjoyed the conclusion in this issue to the
Arpello/Prospero arc. One of the pleasures of having
Roy back scripting Conan is the unparalleled knowl-
edge of the mythos he brings to the table.

Dear Dark Horse,

What an incredible cover for Conan: Road of Kings #7171
Briclot created a piece of artwork that | had to stare at
for hours. Hawthorne and Lucas did a great job on the

inside as well. To me the “voice of Conan” is Roy Thomas.
This title is always at the top of my reading list. Looking
forward to Belit!
Going to see the new Conan movie this week! Looks
like this week is the week of the Barbarian!
Doug Butler
Champaign, IL

Hope you enjoyed the movie, Doug, and glad you're
still enjoying what Roy, Mike, and John are doing! Let
us know how Dan’s guest stint hit you.

As you probably know by now, Bélit is coming! We
announced last month at New York Comic Con that
the next phase of our Conan saga will be an epic
adaptation of "Queen of the Black Coast,” written
by the great Brian Wood, with art in the first arc by
the amazing Becky Cloonan. The new series is called
Conan the Barbarian, a classic title that we've never
actually used before at Dark Horse. Stay tuned!

Meanwhile, we are not going out quietly with the
current incarnation of Conan. Saddle up as Mike and
John return for the final leg of the journey and the
blowout finale, beginning next month!

&
Lo

—Brendan

ON SALE IN THIRTY!—CONAN:
ROAD OF KINGS #11
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