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‘Fighting like angry sheep’:
Wendell Phillips in the Gulf

Tuesday 29 May 2018 | Dr Juliette Desplat | Records and research | 2 comments

Wendell Philipps has often been described by the
press as ‘America’s Lawrence of Arabia’, and by
British diplomats as a real thorn in their sides. To
quote from one of his books: ‘herein lies the story of
a dream, which like many dreams occasionally

achieved nightmarish qualities’. 1

Wendell Phillips and his expedition, funded by the
American Foundation for the Study of Man - which
he had created the year before - arrived in Aden at
the beginning of March 1950, and started excavating
in the Beihan valley in April. There wasn't much

Detail of a map showing the Protectorate of South
Arabia and the delineation of South Yemen borders
(catalogue reference: FCO 8/370)

Jotn ol gboll G V1 wge (32T VA b YA e JUis (VY 3500 )

uw:l:; J-’Jej

Y4



o) 3 SV el oL (V)) Olay, ks

cales gl G Y (3 b sasht o 2 JSOV) AL 23 5 jp0 (1 £ 5 y50)

Smithsoniar

NATIONAL MUSEUM of ASIAN ART VISIT EXHIBITIONS EVENTS COLLECTIONS LEARN RESEARCH SUPPORT

Home > Exhibitions > Past Exhibitions > AGlimpse of Ancient Yemen > A Glimpse of Ancient Yemen object gallery

A Glimpse of Ancient Yemen object gallery

Objects 1 -8 of 8

Pair of lions with
erotes as riders

‘early 15t century BCE-mid 15t century
(<3

Yemen
i Bronze . .
fntgl[:%g:felandmg HXWxD(S2013277.1): 61.9x 711 % mg?r‘i]et"’grt\haﬁgdlcamry
Statue of standing 19.8 cm (24 318 % 28 x 713716 ) pti e
Xingdom of Qataban, ca. 15t century male figure HxWxD (520132772} 635752 % attachment of an
19.4 cm (25 x 29 578 x 7578 in) extended hand
Yemen Kingdom of Qataban, ca. 2nd century Weight (Each): 23.8 kg (52,5 pounds) holding a phiale/lamp
Calcite travertine BCE Gift of The American Foundation for the
Vi S first half 1st century BCE
HxWxD:412x148x108cm (16 1/4 f'emen Study of Man (Wendell and Merilyn Yemen, Wadi Bayhan
x51316x41/4in) Calcite travertine Phillips Collection) = ¥
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< The Complex Legac.. @ Q

culturally sensitive fashion. But in 2007, suicide bombers rammed a busload of
Spanish tourists visiting the moon temple, and no American team has returned
since. The structure is once again disappearing under sand.

At the farm, | tail Hodgson and her overseer in their pickup truck, following an
off-road route over rolling green pastures. Our caravan is briefly stalled when |
leap from my vehicle, then return to slay a huge spider (though perhaps not of
South Arabian proportions) with my rental car agreement. Regaining my
composure, | look up to find myself under the frank stare of a Black Angus bull.
Like her brother, Hodgson has become a cattle rancher. | remember llumquh.

Hodgson shows me some rather extraordinary red velvet couches from
Waikiki, and Phillips’ janbiya collection, and a group of dusty limestone
sacrificial troughs. “The blood came out here,” Hodgson points. Somewhere a
pearl-handled Colt pistol is hidden, but she won't show me where.

Our last stop is an isolated warehouse. What looks like a ten-foot-long brown
banana peel hanging from one wall is actually a python skin. There's a skunk-
fur rug—no, Hodgson corrects me, a monkey-fur rug. When | finally have a
moment to look up, | see that the moon temple’s iconic rectangular columns
have been reconstructed in an atrium-like structure at the center of the
warehouse, centered around a bubbling fountain of water.

The whole place is lined floor to ceiling with ancient stone and clay artifacts
from Yemen and Oman. Hodgson has given many of the intact pieces to the
Smithsonian in recent years. What remains are mostly fragments: human faces
cleaved in half, bulls with their snouts sheared off, and thousands upon
thousands of potsherds.

For a minute it all seems a little vast and hopeless—the decades separating me
from Phillips, the tens of centuries stretching between us and the people who
made this jumble of beautiful objects.
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Smithsonian's Sackler Gallery receives gift of 374 rare
Southern Arabian artifacts

[ §

Head of a woman (kmown as Miriam), Mid-1st century, Yemen. Alabaster, stucco
and lapis lazuli. Gift of The American Foundation for the Study of Man (Wendell
and Merilyn Phillips Collection) Sz013.2.44

WASHINGTON, DC.- The Arthur M. Sackler Gallery today announced a gift of 374 ancient
Arabian artifacts from the American Foundation for the Study of Man. Dating from the eighth
century B.C. to the second century A.D., the objects were unearthed at the ancient city of
Tamna in Yemen and provide invaluable inzight into the little-known history of the southern
Arabian Peninsula. The collection was assembled by American archaeology pioneer Wendell
Phillips in the early 1950s. Together with a team of renowned archaeologists, Phillips compiled
thorough excavation records, creating one of the few fully documented collections of Qataban
artifacts available to researchers that are invaluable to future study of the region.

The donation of the complete Qataban collection to the Saclder is made possible by Merilyn
Phillips Hodgson, president of the AFSM and sister of the late Wendell Phillips.

"This collection provides the Sackler with a fremendous opportunify to shed light on the rich
history and culture of ancient Arabia, and to do so through the discoveries of one of the most
remarkable early archeclogists, Wendell Phillips,” said Julian Raby, The Dame Jillian Sackler
Director of the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery and the Freer Gallery of Art.

Once admired for its fragrant and abundant folizage and lush pastures, the Qataban empire of
the late first millennium B.C. was 2 hub of coltural exchange, central to the ancient trade routes
that extended from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean, Tamna was its bustling capital
city and reached itz peak between the fifth century B.C. and first century AD., when a
mysterious catastrophic fire destroved the city, leaving it buried under lavers of azh and sand
for almeost two millennia.

Tamna remained largely undiscovered until the xggos, when Phillips, a paleontologist,
geologist and a self-taught archaeologist, gathersd a team and began systematic excavations to
unearth and record artifacts using methods that are standard archasological practices today.
His technical methods in excavation and detailed field notes have been critical to the study of
ancient Arabia and have laid the groundwork for more recent explorations.

Highlights among Phillips’ discoveries are & pair of striking bronze lions with the figsure of Eros,
the Greek god of love. on their backs, Known as the "Lions of Tamma.” the skillfully cast
seulptural forms exemplify the vibrant cultural exchange between the Qatzban and Greek
empires. Another collection highlight iz a translucent alabaster head of a young woman, with
lapiz lazuli evebrows and an Egyptian-style hairstyle. Unearthed in the cemetery of Tamna, the
head was named "Miriam" after the daughter of a member of the expedition.

In 1949, Phillips founded the American Foundation for the Study of Man with the mission to
“conduct scientific research, study and investigate man and his habitats with emphasiz on
archaeological investigation, evcavation, preservation, analysis and dissemination of
scientific results,” The collection is part of the AFEM, originally founded in Washington, D.C.,
and corrently based in Falls Church, Va.

Selections from the collection were on view in the Sacklers 2005 exhibition “Caravan
Kingdoms: Yemen and the Ancient Incense Trade.” The Qatzban empire iz one of the least
known of the ancient South Arabian empires, This collection holds potential for new research
and discovery and is a window into an almost forgotten ancient civilization. In celebration of
the AFSM’s gift, the Sackler will mount an exhibition of collection highlights in 2014, while
planning further touring exhibitions and conferences, workshops and public programs to
encourage the study and ressarch of this remarkable zronp of works,

leil

‘One of a pair of large bronze high reliefs each in the form of a striding lioness
surmonnted by a figure of Eros, 1st centory B.C.E.-mid-1st century C.E., Yemen.
EBronze. Gift of The American Foundation for the Study of Man (Wendell and
Merilyn Phillips Collection) Szo13.202

Post® ger : Akin Truong & 0213 - Ancréoiogie & Anigeitias - Commentaies [0) - Pamaian (=]
Thgs - st Century B.C.E-mid-13t cemury C.E., labaster, bronge, Eros, Mid-15% Century, Midem, Yemen
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Summary:

The aim of this research is to investigate, document and analyze two
new Sabaean unpublished inscriptions, the first one (M.A.Thabit 10 MB)
was written by *s*d Yzd and his brother S'mhyf' Yhhmd, and their two
sons ’s'd Yt and S*d Ys'kr the family d-Kbr—qynm, this inscription was
dedicated to lmgh-Thwn in his Temple "wm/ Mahram Bilqis in Marib.
The second inscription (YM 11099 M. A. Thabit-113). was recorded by
Mrtdwm and Sdyq the leaders of tribe Gdn. This inscription was
dedicated to Imgh in his temple S*bn in Ns?q city al-Bayda® Jawf. The
study confirms a linguistic analysis of some vocabulary. The importance
of the two inscriptions repose on the fact that they are new. The first 1s
dated during the reign of King Ns*krb Y'mn Yhrhb. The second
inscription is related to the beginning of the third century. This
inscriptions explains how irrigation water affairs were managed in ancient
Yemen. The study of this inscription included a historical follow-up to
the tribe Gdn and mentioned them in the inscriptions starting from the
era of the Mkrbs to the era of the *brh, and then mentioned them after

Islam.
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ATM

al-Ad1

al-Jawf

AQ

as-Sawda’

BaBa

Br

CIH

CpPY

DhM

DJE

Doe

Eryani

Fa

Gar

Gl

too sl O e
Inscriptions in ‘Ataq, Museum.
Inscription published by Mohammed al-Hajj.
Inscriptions from al-Jawf keep in the National Museum in
Sana'a
Inscriptions from as-Sawda’ , keep in the Louvre Museum in
Paris
Inscriptions from as-Sawda’
Inscription published by Bafaqth, Muhammad, Batayi,
Ahmed
Inscription published by Bafaqih, Robin.
Corpus  Inscriptionum  Semiticarum: Inscriptiones

Himyariticas et Sabaeas

Collection privée yéménite Inscription published by
Prioletta and Arbach.

Inscription in Dhamar, Regional Museum

Inscription published by Deutsche Jemen-Expedition
Inscriptions edited by B. Doe.

Inscriptions published by M. al- Iryani

Inscription published by

Inscription published by

Inscription published by

Inscription published by Eduard Glaser

Inscription published by P.A. Grjaznevi¢ 1978
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Haram

Hoqat

Ir

Issam al-Ani

Ja

M

M.A.Thabit

MA

MAFRY

MAFYS

Mam

MB

MQ

MS

MSM

RES

Robin

Ry

Inscriptions from Haram city

Inscriptions published by Maria Hofner

Inscriptions published by M. al- Iryani

Inscription published by Iwona Gajda

Inscriptions published by Albert Jamme

Inscriptions published in Iscrizioni Sud- Arabiche. Vo,1,
Iscrizioni Minee

Inscriptions published by M.A.Thabit .

Inscriptions from Marib.

Mission archéologique frangaise en République arabe du
Yémen

Mission archéologique francaise

Inscriptions from Mam city

Inscriptions from Mahram Bilqis

Mission Qataban

Inscriptions published by Mohammed Ali al-Salami

In Sanw, Military Museum Inscriptions

Corpuse Of South Arabia Inscription LIII Qatgbanic,
Marginal Qatgbanic. Awsanite Inscriptions.

Repertoire d'epigraphie Semitique

Inscription published by Robin

Inscription published by Ryckmans, Jacques
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Sadd Marib Inscriptions from Sadd Ma'rib
San? MM Inscriptions In Sanw’, Military Museum.
Schm Inscriptions published by Schmidt, Jirgen, Brunner, Ueli,

Gerig, M., Miiller, Walter W. and Schoch, R.
Schreyer-Geukens Inscription published by Schreyer-Geukens

Sh Inscription published by Ahmad H. Sharafaddin.

Sharabi as-Sawa Inscriptions published by Sharabi

SR Inscriptions published by Sarah Rijziger

SR-PC Inscriptions published by Sarah Rijziger

X.BSB 121 Inscriptions in Miinchen, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
Mon.script.sab.

Y Inscriptions from ythel collected by the Italien Mission
YM Inscriptions in Yemeni Museum, Sana‘a

Z1 Zaid b. anan. Inscription published by
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- DASI Digital Archive for the Stud'y of pre-islamic arabian Inscriptions.

- Jamme, A:Sabaecan Inscriptions from. Bilqis (Marib), Baltimore, 1962.

- MARAQTEN: MOHAMMED:

Legal documents recently discovered by the AFSM at Ma'Hram Bilqts,
near Marib, Yemen, Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 36
(20006).
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Summary:

This study presents three new Sabaean inscriptions from the early
phase of the state of Sheba, written in plow script, the oldest lines of the
Datum, found in the province of Marib, written on three stone tablets in

indented script.

The study included interpreting the words mentioned in the
inscriptions, extrapolating their linguistic structures and structures,
analyzing compound names, explaining their different words, meanings
and purposes, within the framework of the sentence consisting of (two)
words, compared to other inscriptions, common words in the Yemeni
language and local, Arabic and foreign sources to support the research

with the necessary and sufficient information.

The Importance of this research lies in the fact that the first and
second inscriptions mentioned the name of the idol Belah for the first
time, with a double figurative symbol (K) accompanying them, and to
identify the religious and linguistic data indicating harmony and accuracy
in linking the name of the idol with the figurative logo tightly, and the
research also dealt with important details about the reality of this symbol
and its connection with similar symbols in various regions of Yemen,

Arabia and even North Africa.
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Summary:

These are inscriptions that combine combat and war, but the first three of
them are distinguished by things that I did not know of in the war inscriptions
that I knew. The first: that the owners of these inscriptions were not previously
mentioned as war leaders in what I know of the Musnad inscriptions, and the

second: that they did not mention in these inscriptions the kings who

These people fought in their name, as is the custom of the inscriptions.
Third: They did not mention the reason or reasons for which these battles took

place.

Two of these inscriptions were written by men from Sarwah, and the third
was written by a man whose affiliation is unknown. As for the fourth
inscription, it is from the era of Eli Sharh Yahdhab, king of Sheba and Dhu
Raydan, who fought (along with his brother Yazel Bin) battles on several fronts,

especially against the Raydanids and their Himyarite army. The inscriptions

The first three are bronze inscriptions with clear letters in general, while

the last inscription is a stone inscription, about half of which has been damaged..
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Summary

This article covers examples of rock art from the southern Arabian
Peninsula, specifically from Abyan Governorate in the Republic of
Yemen. This type of rock engravings can help in inferring the customs
and beliefs of ancient civilizations as well as their common features with
other cultures. It is important in our quest to uncover some gaps that may
not be revealed by other archaeological evidence, such as inscriptions and
architectural remains. Each offers a unique window into the rich tapestry

of our cultural heritage.
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Abstract:

This study includes the region located in the south of the Arabian
Peninsula, which is currently called Yemen. It dealt with the beginning
of the emergence of metal artifacts in human settlements that date back
to the Neolithic Age and the Bronze Age, as well as determining the types
of minerals that were extracted from those mines. Such as gold, silver,

copper, iron and others.

This study also showed the tools used in the mining activity by
analyzing the discovered tools, determining their functions and methods
of making them, as well as their uses in mining process. Not only that,
but also the study illustrated the stages of development that occurred in
the techniques of extracting and smelting minerals from the Neolithic age
until the middle of the Islamic era based on what was mentioned in the
historical sources, and the archaeological remains that were collected
from the mining settlements, with reference to the reasons that led to the
abandonment of those mines and settlements, which consequently caused

their ruin.

Keywords: Mining settlements, Matel, Casting, Mines, and Ovens.
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Summary:

This thesis focuses on the study of new Sabaean inscriptions from
Al-Hada District - Dhamar Governorate. These inscriptions were
collected and documented through a field visit to the Al-Hada region.
which included thirteen areasc where (630) new (unpublished)
inscriptions were discovered. This study includes (331) inscriptions.
which are studied. analyzed and compared in an academic and scientific

method.
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The importance of these inscriptions lies in the fact that they are new
inscriptions that have not been published before. as well as the various
topics they contain including structuralc memorialc religious. military:.

ownership inscriptions and other topics.

Structural: Including the owners of these inscriptions carrying out

construction. restoration and repair work for public and private facilities.

Memorial: Including single and compound proper nouns. and the
names of tribesc most of which appeared for the first time in ancient

Yemeni inscriptions.

Religious: Including the names of gods. and new religious terms.

as they disclosed the presence of religious shrines outside the cities.

Military: They cover the period of the conflict between Sabaeans
and Raydanis from the second century BC to the third century AD. The
inscriptions also confirm the conflict between Sabaeans and Raydanis was

in the northern and northeastern regions of Al-Hada.

Ownership: Many inscriptions were found in which the owners

wrote their ownership of a military and agricultural facility.
Furthermore. this study reached other results such as:
* Finding the oldest inscription dated to the date of this study.

* Finding an inscription in the Nabataean script in Baynon region.
which is the second Nabataean inscription found in Yemen until the date

of this study.
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