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- Know 0 prince. Ihal befween (he years when (he oceans drank Aiianils and
ihe gleaming cifles.and Ihe years of Ihe risa of (ke sons of Aryas, INeie was an
fige undreamed of. when shining kingdoms Iay spread across (he world Iike
biue maniles benealh he siars Nemedia. Ophir. Brythunla Hyperborea. Zamora
WiIh IS dark haired women and fowers of splder haunied myslery, Zingara
wilh iis chivalry. Koih thal bordered on the pasioral 1ands of Shem.Stygla with
IS shadow quarded iombs.Hyrkania whose riders wore sieel and silk and gold
Bul the proudest Kingdom nf the world was fAquilonia. rgigning supreme in Ie
dieaming wesl

~Hither came Conan.the Cimmerian. black naired.sullﬂnl eyed.sword in hand.
alniel.a reaver a slayer. wilh gigantic melancholies and gigantic mirih.lo lread
Ine ieweled thrones of the Earih under his sandaled feel

The Nemedlan Chinnicies

FROM A MAP PREPARED BY

ROBERT E. Howagp

THE STORY SO FAR:

Conan, now war-chieftain of a formidable Vendhyan hill-tribe, has abducted Yasmina, Devi and acting
ruler of that great eastern land.

Pursued by the Devi's governor Chunder Shan and his men, the Cimmerian flees toward the Himelia
Mountains with his living, beautiful prize.

But, other forces are afoot.

Khemsa, a sorcerer of the Black Circle and the slayer of the Devi's royal brother, has rebelled against his
masters, intending to use his magical powers to carve out an earthly kingdom for himself and his beloved
Gitara.

Meanwhile, the Turanian spy Kerim Shah rides likewise in pursuit of Conan, intending to kill him and hold
the Devi hostage for his own purposes — and for those of his secret employer, King Yezdigerd of Turan.

And, when Yar Afzal, an old ally of Conan's, is slain by Khemsa's magic, his outlaw henchmen also strike
out on the barbarian’s trail, thinking him the murderer.

Conan’'s own hillmen, meanwhile, think he has betrayed them — and have vowed vengeance!
Thus, the Cimmerian is being pursued by three groups of men when he suddenly encounters four of the

sorcerers of the Black Circle— who slay the rebellious Khemsa and take Yasmina away with them for a vile
purpose no mortal can fathom.

And now, Conan rides on alone — toward Yimsha, the towering mountain where dwell the evil wizards he
has sworn to destroy —!
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by Fred Blosser

Copyright © 1976 by Starmont House.

Tbe ANNOTATED

ROBERT
WEINBERG

Gordon ... Bran Mak Morn ... Dennis Dorgan ...
Kirby O’Donnell ... Cormac Mac Art. .. Esau Cairn . ..
James Allison ... Breckenridge Elkins ...

The above list is by no means complete. But it does give
you some idea of the number and variety of two-fisted action
heroes created by Robert E. Howard.

With most of Howard’s fiction currently available in
paperback, newcomers to REH face a couple of interesting
problems. One problem is how to differentiate Howard’s
honest-to-Crom sword-and-sorcery fiction from his nonfan-
tasy output — the fantasy stories being those which most new
readers will want to read right off the bat.

The second dilemma involves a similar situation. Namely,
how to identify the mere score or so of yarns that display
Howard at his sword-swinging best. Like any other writer,
REH had his off-days, and early exposure to even such
adequate potboilers as “*Jewels of Gwahlur’’ or **The Slither-
ing Shadow’’ — as opposed to such really outstanding tales
as ‘‘The Scarlet Citadel”” and ‘*Beyond the Black River'' —
can be lethal to a budding interest in Conan and company.

‘*All right, then,”’ you may well ask. “‘If there’s such a
crying need for a handy checklist to Howard's heroic fantasy,
then why doesn’t some enterprising fan give us one?”’

As it happens, someone has done just that. Robert Wein-
berg is the writer’s name, and his study, The Annotated
Guide to Robert E. Howard's Sword and Sorcery, is availa-
ble for $7.95 from Starmont House, Box E, West Linn, Ore.
97068.

A large-sized, sturdy paperback of some 152 pages, The
Annotated Guide is about as complete and well-reasoned a
handbook on the subject as one could wish. Not a surprising
evaluation, I might add, considering Bob Weinberg's secure
reputation as a scholar and aficionado of pulp fiction. The
book covers all of Howard’s heroic fantasy series characters
(Conan, Kull, Kane, Bran, Turlogh O’Brien, and James
Allison), with one non-series hero thrown in for good meas-
ure: Pyrrhas the Argive, protagonist of “*The House of
Arabu.”

Each story covered by Bob is categorized according to the
series to which it belongs. A plot synopsis, a list of charac-

Conan ... King Kull ... Solomon Kane ... Francis X

* ters, and critical commentary are provided for each. That last

feature should appeal to the seasoned Howard veteran as well
as to the newcomer since, as Weinberg points out, most
writing about REH’s fiction has been either highly adulatory
or negatively critical, with little in the way of balanced
judgment rendered.

As befits Conan's pre-eminence among Howardian
heroes, about half the book deals with the adventures of the
mighty Cimmerian. Perhaps wisely, Weinberg covers only
those tales that are fully Howard’s work, steering away from
any extensive discussion of stories such as “‘Drums of Tom-
balku’’ and **The Hand of Nergal’’ that were completed by
L. Sprague de Camp and Lin Carter from fragments and notes
left by REH, and the out-and-out pastiches by Carter, de
Camp, Bjorn Nyberg, and Roy Thomas.

On the whole, Weinberg’s comments and judgments are
well-reasoned and convincing, though his criticism of one
story is a bit unfair to Howard. The story is *‘The Treasure of
Tranicos,”’ and of it Bob says: ‘‘[It] is filled with inconsist-
encies that conflict with the rest of the series.”” In particular,
he notes that some details about the villain of the piece,
Thoth-Amon, “‘seems to be contradictory’’ to details men-
tioned in another story, ‘“The Phoenix on the Sword.”’

AS it happens, ‘*The Treasure of Tranicos’’ (originally
titled *“The Black Stranger’’) was heavily revised by Sprague




de Camp for its first publication some 17 years after How-
ard’s death. De Camp changed the wizard in the plot from an
unnamed magician to Thoth-Amon (thus accounting for one
of the inconsistencies that bothered Weinberg), and added a
new ending wherein Conan is rescued by a ship from
Aquilonia rather than a pirate ship as in REH's version.

De Camp also wrote an article for the fanzine Amra on how
and why he revised Howard's original manuscript. This
piece, ‘‘“The Trail of Tranicos,”” was later reprinted in a
volume titled The Conan Reader. The extent of de Camp’s
involvement with “‘Tranicos,”’ therefore, is fairly well
known in heroic-fantasy fandom, and it’s rather surprising
that Weinberg neglects to bring this out in his commentary.

Also, I would tend to disagree with Weinberg's statement
that *‘the Conan stories . .. are without humor™” (p. 96). True,
humor does not predominate in the series, but some of the
tales contain several chucklesome passages such as the
repartee between Conan and Valeriaearly on in *‘Red Nails™*
and Conan’s version of his hearing before an Argossean
judge in “*Queen of the Black Coast.”’ Here and elsewhere
Howard’s tone is skillfully satiric, poking fun at the conven-

tions of Hyborian Age society and even at the invincible hero
Conan himself.

Otherwise, I find it difficult to challenge Weinberg's
commentary, though 1 would rate “*Black Colossus’’ and
*“The Pool of the Black One’" a little more highly than he
does, and ‘‘Shadows in the Moonlight™" not quite as highly.
But this is mostly a matter of taste. I highly concur with his
other conclusions, particularly those on the intensity of
REH’s ‘‘undercurrent of moody despair’’ and the overall
skill of his writing. ;

For both established fan and inquisitive newcomer, The
Annotated Guide is a worthy, thought-provoking addition to
the growing shelf of nonfiction about REH and his writing.

Coincidentally, another study of Conan dealing with an
area that Bob Weinberg avoids altogether — the comics — is
also available. This is The Marvel Comics Index: Conan and
the Barbarians, compiled by George Olshevsky (G&T En-
terprises, 260 Wellesley St. East, No. 2203, Toronto, On-
tario, Canada M4X 1G6, at $4.50 per copy).

The second in a series of magazine-format indexes to

(Continued on page 56)




Crimson

Blades
of Dark
Vendhya

by Fred Blosser

lllustrations copyright® 1976 by M.W. Kaluta

I. FOREBEARS OF REH

rom all accounts, it would seem
Fthal two of Robert E. Howard’s

favorite writers were Sir Richard
Francis Burton and Talbot Mundy.

Burton — perhaps the greatest all-
around adventurer, linguist, explorer,
and writer produced by nineteenth-
century Britain — time and again don-
ned native garb to penetrate such exotic
cities as Mecca, Harar, and Karachi.
These adventures he transcribed in a
long series of thick, colorful, detail-
filled books.

Mundy too was a world traveller, an
Englishman who spent much of his life
in Asia and Africa. But his talent lay in
fiction rather than nonfiction, as a

RORERT
E HOUARD




SRR )

glance at his many splendid adventure
novels (set mostly in India and the Mid-
dle East) will indicate.

Undoubtedly, Robert Howard en-
eountered the writings of these two men
atan early age and was much influenced
by them. Traces of this influence are
apparent in several of the Conan stories
— particularly “The People of the
Black Circle,” as L. Sprague de Camp
and others have pointed out. '

In the Conan tales, REH created
mysterious *Vendhya” as the rough
equivalent of the Indian subcontinent.
But he also wrote a host of modern-day
action yarns set in Arabia and points
east.

II. HOWARD’S INDIA

One such series of tales was that
featuring Francis X. Gordon, an
Irish-American swashbuckler who

throws in his sword with the wild
tribesmen of Afghanistan (Howard may
have derived the name by combining
Richard Francis Burton’s name with
that of General Charles “Chinese”
Gordon, Victorian soldier and Orien-
talist killed at Khartoum in 1883).
Another creation in the same vein
was Kirby O*Donnell, like Francis X,
Gordon a two-fisted Irish American

(Continued on page58) |
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Solomon Kane is a danger-seeking Puritan adventurer in the England of some four hundred
years ago. Born around 1530 and reared in the Puritan orthodoxy, he begins to roam in his youth,
possibly to escape the prevalent persecution of the Puritans by the Tudor rulers of England.

While wandering alone through rural France, the dour Puritan comes upon a village which has
been pillaged by a ruthless bandit chief named Le Loup. Singlehandedly, Kane wipes out Le
Loup’s gang of cutthroats and follows the master brigand himself to the jungles of Africa’s Slave
Coast (as recorded in the story “Red Shadows”).

Later, Kane returns to continental Europe on a Portuguese ship and travels for a time through
Germany'’s Black Forest. It is there that the following story occurs. ...
[Freely adapted from “The Trail of Solomon Kane” by Fred Blosser|
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(Continued from page41)

various Marvel magazines, Conan and the Barbarians con-
tains complete checklists (up to early 1976) of all the Marvel
publications that have ever featured Conan, Kull, and a
certain jungle lord named Ka-Zar. Also covered are rather
more obscure swashbucklers such as Thongor of Lemuria,
Gullivar of Mars, and Sinbad the Sailor — remember them?

Besides reproductions of scores of comics covers (in black
and white, alas), the index provides extensive data on each
issue of CONAN THE BARBARIAN et al, including the title
of each story, all its characters, and all the writers, artists,
letterers, and editors who worked on it.

This is a well-nigh invaluable checklist for the collector,
and an item of some interest even to the casual reader. But
there is one drawback.

If a comic has ever featured a barbarian character, if only
for a few issues, then the entire run of that title i1s indexed. For
example, those issues of CREATURES ON THE LOOSE
highlighting Thongor and Gullivar Jones are rightly given
full coverage — but so are issues devoted to Man-Wolf. The

5g same situation occurs with MONSTERS ON THE PROWL.
R i SR S e o SR e Ve bR S e S e S S e RO TSt oy (Tl e

This is a fairly confusing system. A more logical method,
it seems, would have been to include only those issues
featuring barbarian characters, leaving the rest for a later
index on Marvel’s chiller magazines.

Conversely, some sword-and-sorcery yarns or magazines
are omitted, among them *‘The Valley of the Worm’' from
SUPERNATURAL THRILLERS # 3, “*Skulls in the Stars™’
from MONSTERS UNLEASHED # 1, and, (more under-
standably, since the cutoff point of magazines covered is
April 1976) MARVEL FEATURE with Red Sonja. These
are given only a cursory listing in a page of notes midway
through the book and might just as well have been left out
altogether.

Despite these flaws, which may not even bother many
readers all that much, the index contains much worthwhile
information and boasts some amazingly clear cover
reproductions (a real trip for the nostalgically-minded). Tim
Conrad contributes an appropriately savage cover, mostly in
browns, of Conan putting a spear through a Turanian soldier.
That alone, for this Conradophile, is almost worth the price
of the book!
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(Continued from page 43)

who travels the highlands of Central
Asia in native disguise. The first Gor-
don and O’Donnell stories appeared in
the pulps within a couple of months of
cach other — “Swords of Shahrazar”
(O'Donnell) in Top-Notch for October
1934 and “The Daughter of Erlik

58 "\

Khan™ (Gordon) in the same magazine
for December 1934. But unlike the
fairly extensive Gordon series — seven
completed stories plus several unfin-
ished juvenile efforts — the O'Donnell
sequence comprises only “Shahrazar,”
“The Treasures of Tartary™ (Thrilling
Adventures, January 1935), and “The

Trail of the Blood-Stained God,™ never
published in magazine form.

III. THE SWORDS OF
SALESMANSHIP

With anything and everything by
Howard very much in demand now, a
(Continued on page 6()
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(Continued from page58)
West Coast publisher, FAX Collector’s
Editions, Inc., has gathered the three
O’Donnell adventures into one lavish,
action-packed volume, Swords of
Shahrazar ($12.95 from the publisher,
Box E, West Linn, Ore. 97068).

IV. CONTRASTS AND
CONUNDRUMS

A couple of minor defects flaw the
stories, but not seriously. First of all,
Kirby O’Donnell, despite his hair-
trigger temper and talent for disguise,
lacks the larger-than-life stature of
Conan, Kull, and Solomon Kane.
Twice, he is rescued from tight spots
only by the intervention of his friend
Yar Muhammad the Waziri. He seems
too much the pawn or victim of cir-

cumstance. In the same situations, |

Conan would have fought or intrigued
his own way out.

Too, Howard hardly sketches in
O’'Donnell’s background, and as a con-
sequence the character lacks depth.
REH implies several times that one of
Kirby’s driving passions is the desire to
find and seize hidden treasure. But
when he comes across one such hoard,
the plunder of Shahrazar, he unhesitat-
ingly does away with it rather than let
any part of it fall into the hands of
Russian agents. Here Howard shows a
definite Talbot Mundy influence
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Mundy was always sending his secret
agent heroes up the Khyber Pass to foil
Russian or German plots — but REH
fails to prepare the reader adequately
for this touch of altruism.

Another drawback for some readers
will be the somewhat second-hand
flavor of Howard's settings. The Cen-
tral Asian backdrop seems more a con-
glomeration of elements from Mundy,
Burton, and Harold Lamb than a well-
researched, coherent background. The
time-frame is somewhat vague, too,
though it appears to be the period just
preceding World War [.

On the other hand, this very am-
biguity lends the series some of the

timelessness of Howard's sword-and-
sorcery tales. Most readers will have no
{(Continued on page 62)
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{Continued from page6())

trouble visualizing O’Donnell’s envi-
ronment as a more modern version of
Conan’s Vendhya — minus the Hybo-
rian Age's demons and wizards, of
course. :

Like his work for FAX's previous
Francis X. Gordon volume, The Lost
Valley of Iskander (reviewed in SAVAGE
SWORD #11), Mike Kaluta's illustra-

tions for Swords of Shahrazar capture

O’Donnell stories. As in Iskander. the
black-and-white drawings are more ef-
fective than the color plates Mike pro-
vides — [ particularly liked the full-
page depictions of street duels on pages
4 and 42. The layout is truly splendid,
with artwork galore.

More deluxe editions are scheduled
by FAX for the months ahead —among
them a second Francis X. Gordon vol-
ume, Son of the White Wolf, and a selec-
tion of material from the late great fan
journal The Howard Collector. Need we
add that all are highly recommended to
the true-blue Howard buff?

As with REH’s other non-fantasy ad-
venture tales, the O’Donnell series pro-
vides more than its quotient of thrills
and exotic detail, even if it lacks the
compelling imaginative quality of the
better Conan and King Kull stories. Ar-
ranged according to a sketchy internal
chronological order, the book leads off
with “The Curse of the Crimson God”
(actually the aforementioned “Trail of
the Blood-Stained God” under a new
title).
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the essential sweep and color of the’

Here, O'Donnell, in his usual dis-
guise as the Kurd Ali el Ghazi, rides
into the Afghan hills in search of a
ruby-encrusted idol — the work of a
civilization lost in the mists of time.

Complicating the quest are hostile

tribesmen, a rival band of treasure
hunters, and Kirby's own slightly sinis-
ter partner Hassan.

This brief description may remind
you of a certain tale featuring every-
body's favorite Cimmerian. If so,
chances are you're thinking of “The
Bloodstained God,™ one of four Orien-
tal adventure novelettes that L. Sprague
de Camp turned into Conan stories and
collected as Tales of Conan in 1955.
Working from the then-unpublished
manuscript of “The Trail of the Blood-
Stained God,” de Camp changed
O’'Donnell into Conan, made the set-
ting the mountainous border of Zam-
ora, and added a fantasy element in the
form of a living statue.

As might be expected, Howard’s
original still measures up well despite
the absence of the mighty Cimmerian

and a supernatural menace.

“The Treasures of Tartary™ finds the
American in the forbidden city of
Shahrazar, seeking another hidden for-
tune. After considerable swordplay and
intrigue he locates the treasure — only
to .dispose of it to keep it out of the
hands of enemy agents.

The sequel, *The Treasure of Shaibar
Khan™ (retitled from “Swords of
Shahrazar”), finds O’Donnell facing
exposure as the man who disposed of
Shahrazar’s golden hoard — a fortune
coveted by the ruthless conqueror Or-
khan Bahadur. To save his neck, Kirby
agrees reluctantly to undertake a secret
mission among the bloodthirsty Afghan
hillmen. Once more, much gunplay,
double-dealing, and general mayhem
ensue.

All three tales, in the best Howardian
tradition, move at a fast, bloody clip.
The ingredients are basically the same
as those in the Conan adventures: stal-
wart adventurers, deadly women, lost
cities, scheming nations, and over all
the swift play of crimson swords.




SPECIAL NOTE: Yes, we know that we announced that this issue would see the 60-plus-page
conclusion of “People of the Black Circle,” one of Robert E. Howard’s longest Conan tales.
However, circumsiances prevented us from being certain that embellisher Aliredo Alcala (also
busy with our sister mag KULL THE DESTROYER; plug, plug!) would be able to deliver the entire
opus in time. So we added instead a couple of arlicles and Howard Chaykin's third rendering of
the inimitable Solomon Kane, which made such a hit in Marvel’s color mags a few months back.

Nextissue, never fear —the final 30 or so pages of “People of the Black Circle” will see print,
along with still another Kane saga and a host of halcyon features as, with ish #19, SAVAGE
SWORD goes monthly! And from then on, the likes of Thomas, Buscema, Alcala, Brunner, Gior-
dano, Chaykin, et al. will be coming your way with swashbuckling Cimmerian savagery every
thirty days in what has become one of the most-acclaimed magazines in the history of the comic-
book medium— THE SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN!

Dear Peaple,

SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #16 was, over-
all, a good magazine. The cover ‘was prelty blah,
but the first installment of “People of the Black
Circle” was well-paced, even with only twerty-
five pages to work with. The art from John and
Alfredo was magnificent, I'd like to reserve my
comments on the story until its completion. |
do think that breaking 'up the story will hurt it
somewhat, though.

On “A Probable Outline of Conan’'s Career”:
I've been waiting for this, since | missed SAV-
AGE TALES #2, and it was worth the wait. Know-
ing when Conan's adventures take place is a greal
help in fully appreciating Roy's efforts in filling
the gaps between Howard's tales; besides, I'm a
statistical freak. By the way. any plans to con-
tinue your tracings of Conan's adventures as you
did in the CONAN TREASURY some months ago?

“The Hyborian Age”: Walt's art was well ap-
preciated, but | found the narrative a bit perplex-
ing since | can’'t remember what went on in the
preceding installment. I'll wait until it, too, is com-
plete and then read it as one.

"Worms of the Earth”: Hubba hubba! Mare,
more! It's been too long since we saw Barry's or
Tim's work in a Marvel book. When will Roy and
Tim's adaptation of the novel Almuric appear?
Oh yes—and how the heck did the printers get
page 30 from PLANET OF THE APES #27 into a
Conan magazine? | hope nothing important was
botched by this mistake.

: Richard DiCecci

11597 Poincare

Montreal, Quebec

Canada H3L 3L6
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Only an ad for our other mags, Ricardo. As
you surmised, the APES page was accidentally
stuck in by the printers, and we didn’t know it
until the issue was already printed —but ‘twould
seem that only our late lamented APES mag was
hurt thereby.

As for “The Hybonan Age” —if you think our

version is chock full of facts, figures, and racial
drifts, wait’ll you get a chance to read REH's
original!

One final word on Almuric: Roy and Tim’s adap-
fation of Robert E. Howard's only interplanetary
adventure novel, under the title “Warrior of the
Lost Planet,” is well under way. Tim's currently
finishing the pencils on the third of four parts,
and as soon as he's finished with that he'll start
inking the first ish. At that time, we'll schedule
it—probably for a color try-out, but who knows?
At any rate, you can bet that you'll read about it
first right here in SAVAGE SWORD!

One final point: We, too, wouldn't have minded
printing all of our adaptation of “People of the
Black Circle” in one issue. But the blamed thing
runs a total of more than 100 pages, so we had no
choice but to split it up. After the serial concludes
next time, though, we've got several complete-in-
one-issue epics coming at you, including “The
Slitering Shadow” and “The Pool of the Black
One.” Sooner or later, we try to please everybody
— if only for a few seconds at a time!

Dear Roy et al., ;

SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #16 had so much
going for it that, out of sheer perversity, I'd like
to make a comment or two on its shortcomings.
First of all, the cover by Earl Norem —competent,
but static and lifeless.

The letters page was.also a real let-down, The
Neal Adams/Tribe patchwork on “Shadows in
Zamboula” virtually cried out for critical comment,
and the problematic adaptation (several no-prizes
would have been up for grabs on this one, Roy)
of the original REH tale provided further grounds
for comment. What do we get instead? A truncat-
ed lefter col seemingly designed expressly to
avoid any critical comment. C'man, Roy, SAVAGE
SWORD should be above that manipulation. it is,
after all, the best graphic arts heroic fantasy
‘zine around (and perhaps just the best graphic
arts 'zine, period).

And, lest anyone consider that last statement
to be exaggeration, an examination of the excel-
lent level of graphic arts storytelling in SS0C #16
is sufficient to back the claim: Buscema/Alcala
on “The People of the Black Circle” and the long-
awaited printing of Barry Smith’s last “comic”



art on "Worms of the Earth” —a couple of REH's
best tales, matched by arguably the best artists
in the graphic storytelling field (not to mention
one of its best writers). The Buscema/Alcala
feam has been amply complimented in these pag-
es already, so it's enough to note that on the first
installment of “People” they were as fine as ever,
However, the Barry Smith artwork dominated
the issue by its presence. The opening double-
page splash was simply exquisite, and the rest
of the story maintained that standard. Not sur-
prisingly, given his _strongly Smith-influenced
style, Tim Conrad did a fine job of inking. He used
wash (a shading medium noticeably absent in
Barry's classic "Red Nails” wark) to particularly
good effect, both enhancing Barry's line work
and embodying the somber mood of the tale.
I'm curious to see just how the all-Conrad -art
next issue will differ.

Ed O’ Reilly

215 E. Lehr
Ada, Ohio 45810

So now you know, Ed. The only thing is, only
the first ten of those 15 pages in chapter one of
“Worms of the Earth” were lruly penciled by
former CONAN artist Barry Smith. The last five
(plus parls of even a couple of Barry's pages)
were penciled as well as inked in their entirety
by fitanically-talented Tim Conrad. And yep, we
deliberately didn't say anything about the division
of labor in SAVAGE SWORD #16, because we
wanted to let the arlwork stand on its own merits;
time enough to dissect it later. And if this sends
not a few Hyboriophiles scurrying back to look at
those 15 pulsating pages—well, that's just what
we intended, after all,

One parting comment on the lack of comment
on “Shadows in Zamboula™ Far from willfully
manipuiating the letters section in #16, we sim-
ply let the space run away from us, by printing in
full a letter from Yasmina-model Maureen Wise
and a photo of the lady as well (who is, after all,
rather more attractive than Roy and Neal and the
Tribe put together). Next thing we knew, we
didn't have room for even a decent fraction of
the many letters we got on that issue, most of
which applauded the Tribe’s rushing into the
breach and beautifully executing what was a very
difficult task. As for Neal himself: he's vowed to
all and sundry that one day Real Soon Now he's
going to ink the entire 39-page job from his lay-
outs and plop it down on Ye Editor's New York
desk. And when he does, we promise that we'll
see that it's published — sometime, somewhere,
possibly even in full color!

But, if you want to hold your breath waiting —
well, that's your problem. All we know is, we
think “Shadows" was a great story, well-adapied
under adverse circumstances—and we never
wanna do it that way again!

Dear Roy,

SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #16 was the best
issue yet. | personally like this part of Conan's
life because he is no longer a headstrong bar-
barian whose only weapons are his sword, his
right arm, and his wits. Now he's got fraining
and experience and a few more things.

“On “"People of the Black Circle,” | can't
point out any part | especially liked —because |
loved all of it! John and Alfredo’s art is fantastic,
and | hope they stay as permanent SSOC artists.
The cover is the best I've seen; | like Norem's
work and would like to see more of it. | hope
Tim Conrad stays doing the frontispieces.

Carlos Enriquez
7201 NW 2nd TER.
Miami, Florida 33126

So how do you like this issue’s rendering by
Tiny Tim, Carlos? We aim to please.

s S ORI P e e
EXTRA-SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT!

CONAN RETURNS TO THE PAPERBACK RACKS!

Just as this issue of SAVAGE SWORD went to
press, we learned from Glenn Lord, literary agent
for the estate of Robert E. Howard, that the Con-
an stories will soon be out in paperback form once
again!

Glenn has concluded a deal with Berkeley
Medallion books, one of the largest paperback
companies in the nation, to reissue all of REH's
own Conan tales in a brand new series of books,
with new covers! Also included in the deal, i
memory serves us rightly, are the epic adventures
of such REH stalwarts as King Kull, Solomon Kane,
and Esau (Almuric) Cairn! The first releases will
probably be King Kull and Almuric, with the Con-
an and Kane volumes soon to follow!

We'll keep you informed of developments as
they occur, but this is good news indeed for the
true fan of Robert E. Howard's greal heroes,
who for the past few years have been mostly in
print in small or foreign-printed editions, at best.

Chin up, Cimmerian-booster! The best is yet to
come!

STAR TREK'

““The Incredible Star Trek Book" tells every-
thing about Star Trek! Plus photos, art.
$2.26. SPOCK, 17 x 22" super poster. $2.
Book and poster, $3.95 \!g17 KIRK $1.50
Movie House,box 640199, each
Uleta ¢, Miami, Florida 33164, |M<COY

HAVEA
CHECKUP
IT CAN SAVE
YOUR LIFE.

JohnnyBench
During one of my check-
ups, the doctors found a
spot on my lungs.
thought it might be
cancer. So did they.
Luckily, it wasn't. Most
people are lucky. Most
people never have cancer.
But those who find
they do have cancer are
far better off if their
cancer is discovered early.
Because we know how to
cure many cancers when
we discover them early.
That's why | want you
to have a checkup. And
keep having checkups.
The rest of your life.
It'] be a lot longer if
vou do.

= This space contributed by the publisher

American

Caricer Society.
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